
Our meeting will be held  
In Person and thru Zoom.  
The link is listed below.
FEATURING:  

FREDERICK 
HEID 
Superintendent  
of Polk County Public Schools

PLUS: POLK CO. &  SOLIVITA UPDATES
Come to the Starlite Ballroom  
Or Join Our Zoom Meeting:
Time: Wed., Sep. 8th at 7:00 PM
Enter the link below:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/818856
65595?pwd=YzRwOXZCYlFuRFlFL2
RqQUl1NWFUZz09
Meeting ID: 818 8566 5595
Passcode: 662050
Dial in only: 646 558 8656
Please login prior to start time.  
We will begin login at 6:45 pm.  

Get in the Game! 
GAME DAY Fund Raiser
Saturday, October 23rd.  
Games, Food, Raffles, Fun.  
See pages 1 and 7. To help, email 
Deb2Wright@gmail.com

Let’s turn Florida Blue in 2022!

With elections for Governor, U.S. Senator and U.S. Representative in Congress, State 
Senator, State Representative and more on the ballot in 2022… it’s not too soon to 

turn our attention to how we can help turn Florida Blue in 2022. As we know, too many of 
these seats have been occupied by Republicans for too long!
Election Dates for 2022 are: Primary Election: August 23, 2022
General Election: November 8, 2022 
Election Dates - Florida Division of Elections 
Offices Up for Election in 2022 - Florida Division of Elections

While we are eager to learn the details of exactly who and what will 
be on the ballot, at present many but not all candidates are known. The picture will become 
clearer in the months ahead and your SDC Board will continue to work hard to provide timely 
and relevant information about elections, candidates, and issues.

We will also continue to invite guest speakers to our monthly membership meetings who 
can help keep us informed with expert knowledge on important topics.

At our November membership meeting, Lori Edwards, Polk County Supervisor of 
Elections, will join us to update on voter registration, vote by mail, and related topics. Under-
standing the changes and potential impacts of Florida’s recently passed SB 90 are certainly 
top of mind for many of us!

At our December Member Appreciation event and meeting, you can expect to hear 
from SDC Board members and Committee Leads regarding committees and help needed 
with voter outreach, registration drives, and donations to help elect Democratic candidates.

In closing, a reminder and request to please support these SDC events and fundraisers in 
progress. With your help we will continue to work to turn Florida Blue in 2022! 

SDC Game Day at the Palms | Saturday, Oct. 23 from 12:00pm-4:00pm
Contact Deb Wright deb2wright@gmail.com

Game Day tickets $25 per person available for purchase at:
Clubs’ Main ticket sales days at Mosaics Sept. 1 and Oct. 1 from 10:00am-12:00pm
Farmers Market at the SDC table on Sept. 13, 20, 27 and Oct. 4, 11, 18 from 9:30am-12:00pm
SDC membership meetings on Sept. 8 and Oct. 13 prior to the meeting from 6:30-7:00pm 
If you cannot join us at SDC Game Day, you can help by purchasing a Mega gift basket 

raffle ticket. Cost is 1 for $5 or 4 for $10.  (See page 7 for our flyer.)
Victory Sign project

Contact Celeste Williams celestynewilliams1@gmail.com 
The SDC will rent billboard space prior to the November 2022 election to support Demo-

cratic candidates. Donations to this project can be made in one of the following ways:
Checks payable to “Solivita Democratic Club” can be dropped off at our Monthly Member-

ship meetings in the Ballroom, at our Farmers Market table on Monday mornings, or mailed to 
SDC Treasurer, 586 Villa Park Rd. Poinciana, FL 34759

Donate online via PayPal, Credit, or Debit Card at https://solivitademocrats.org/support-us/  
Just click on the yellow “DONATE” button to link to PayPal.

Thank you for all that each and every one of you do!
Brian Fillette,  
President, Solivita Democratic Club   president@solivitademocrats.org
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https://www.dos.myflorida.com/elections/candidates-committees/offices-up-for-election/
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SDC Tee Shirts $20 
We’ve ordered new SDC Tee Shirts  
so you can show your true blue colors!  
Tees are just $20.

Get yours at the Farmers Market on Mondays (After 
Labor Day) in September or at the Club meetings  
2nd Wednesday monthly in the Starlite Ballroom.

  

*NEW* SDC logo merchandise available to buy!   

We Could Lose 
Rep. Darren Soto 
in 2022!

Florida’s 9th District, rep-
resented by Democrat Darren 
Soto, rocketed to more than 
950,000 people in 2020, the 
largest population in the state. 

That came from explosive 
growth in the Hispanic population 
of the Orlando-area district, going 
from 242,000 in 2010 to more than 
400,000 in 2020. Over the past sev-
eral years, Census Bureau surveys 
have found that a significant num-
ber of people from Puerto Rico — 
which saw its overall population 
drop over the decade — settled in 
Central Florida.

At more than 950,000 people, 
state lawmakers will have to 
draw 190,000 of them into other 
districts or the state’s new district 
to bring Soto’s seat, which was 
redrawn before the 2016 election, 
down to the state average. The 
Republican-controlled Legis-
lature will have to shake up 
the map for much of Central 
Florida, where several districts 
have seen their populations grow 
to more than 800,000, including 
the 10th, which Democrat Val B. 
Demings is vacating to run for 
Senate, the 11th (held by Republi-
can Daniel Webster) and the 12th 
(held by Republican Gus Bilirakis).

Hispanic Heritage Month takes place each September 15 
through October 15. The timing of this heritage celebration  

coincides with the multitude of Independence Day celebrations  
occurring in Latin-American countries that fall during that time. Dating  
back to its origination in 1968, the heritage week, which expanded into a month in 1988, has 
been designated as a celebratory occasion to highlight the achievements of Hispanic Americans.
https://www.diversitybestpractices.com/news-articles/dbp-members-celebrate-national-hispanic-heritage-month

https://www.diversitybestpractices.com/2021-diversity-holidays#september

https://www.diversitybestpractices.com/sites/diversitybestpractices.com/files/attachments/2021/01/dbp-holiday-0921.pdf

Climate Change effects were felt across the country in August. Fires in the West, floods in 
the Midwest and hurricanse on the two coasts. How are we preparing for these events?

Florida’s Opportunity to Lead on Climate 
Change Mitigation Remains Open, For Now

Florida is a state that will be facing the brunt of climate change effects. See story on page 3.
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We are in the midst of a climate emergency. 
Despite voters’ calls for clean energy, Florida’s lawmakers have stalled 
for decades. 

Recently, the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change released 
a report, sounding a Code Red alarm. The report notes the dire impacts of climate change and 
how we can expect the consequences to get even worse if our leaders fail to act. Burning fossil 
fuels damages our planet, fueling heat waves, making wet and dry seasons more inconsistent, 
supercharging storms, and causing sea level rise. 

The climate crisis is not a tomorrow problem -- it’s now. We need rapid, swift, and bold 
action now. The opportunity window to begin Florida’s steady transition to clean energy is still 
wide open, but time is running out.

If lawmakers don’t act immediately to cut greenhouse gas emissions, people will continue 
to feel the impacts of rising seas, hotter days, and stronger storms. We need your help holding 
our lawmakers accountable. Without local, state, and federal action, we cannot act on climate. 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE STATE OF OUR CLIMATE

Our nation,  in numbers.
All Americans are stakeholders in this democracy. To find solutions to issues affecting the 

United States, everyone, from regular citizens to top policymakers, needs data to understand 
how the government is serving the people. USAFacts believes that democracy is only success-
ful when it’s grounded in facts. The reliable, comprehensible government data in this report 
and at USAFacts.org can help provide that grounding. 

USAFacts exclusively uses publicly available government data, presenting an array of 
reports on US spending, revenue, population and demographics, and policy outcomes. The 
result is the largest single source for standardized US government data. USAFacts presents 
this data in plain language with helpful visualizations so you can understand the history of 
programs and policies.  

This annual report is a key to understanding where the nation stands on dozens of issues. 
It’s metrics and measurements from federal, state, and county records, but it’s also the context 
behind that data. It’s a trove of information that has traditionally been hard to come by during 
the policy-and decision-making process. That’s one reason why lawmakers found the last 
annual report so valuable — and precisely why all Americans deserve the same access.  

As for what to do with that data, that’s up to you. Whether government money is spent 
wisely or not, whether the quality of life is improving or getting worse — that’s for you to 
decide.  Get the facts and engage with the data at USAFacts.org.

Get real information without the spin. 
Go to  www.USAFacts.org

Our 2021 Board Members:
Brian Fillette, President 
President@SolivitaDemocrats.org 
704-641-2978

Ellis Moose, Vice President/ 
Beacon Editor/Webmaster 
Beacon@SolivitaDemocrats.org 
863-852-7294

Rochelle Quinn, Treasurer   
RQuinn777@gmail.com 
863-496-5313

Carol Lynn, Secretary  
CarolLynn36@gmail.com 
863-427-9248

Kate Kohout,  
Membership Chair 
KateKohout@yahoo.com 
863-496-0481

Portia Moore, Hospitality Chair 
PortiaMoore@hotmail.com 
863-469-2863

Kay Oubre,  
Ways and Means Chair 
Oubre95@gmail.com 
863-496-5350

Dorothy Schwartz,  
Publicity Chair 
SchwartzAPN@aol.com 
732-207-3358

Debra Wright, Campaign/
Special Events Chair 
Deb2Wright@gmail.com 
863-496-7887

The Board of Directors meets the 
first Tuesday of each month via 
ZOOM.

Precinct Captains:
Leonard Guminski, Pct. 411 
MariaDLenG145@yahoo.com 
586-321-4711

Celeste Williams, Pct. 411 
CelestyneWilliams1@gmail.com 
407-924-1766

Could B You (1 Female, 1 Male), 
Pct. 411  
Solivita west of Marigold Ave. 

José Garcia, Pct. 420 
TopCop2070@gmail.com 
516-319-4118

Could B You (2 Female, 1 Male),  
Pct. 420  
Solivita Bella Viana and 
Venezia

Ellis Moose, At Large 
Beacon@SolivitaDemocrats.org 
863-852-7294

https://fcvoters.org/2021/08/13/floridas-opportunity-to-lead-on-climate-remains-open-for-now/?emci=6667608b-88ff-eb11-b563-501ac57b8fa7&emdi=7beee8c7-97ff-eb11-b563-501ac57b8fa7&ceid=491224
https://fcvoters.org/2021/08/13/floridas-opportunity-to-lead-on-climate-remains-open-for-now/?emci=6667608b-88ff-eb11-b563-501ac57b8fa7&emdi=7beee8c7-97ff-eb11-b563-501ac57b8fa7&ceid=491224
https://usafacts.org/annual-publications/annual-report-2021/
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Our elected  
representatives 
need your input
Let them know your 
positions on issues!

September is... 
J	Sept. 2: V-J Day, celebrated in the U.S., stands for Victory over Japan Day, commemorating 

a shift in the Second World War in favor of the Allies (the U.S., Great Britain, France and other 
nations) that spelled the end of the massive conflict. 

J	Sept. 6: Labor Day, Do you get weekends off work? Lunch 
breaks? Paid vacation? An eight-hour workday? Social 
security? If you said “yes” to any of these questions, you can 
thank labor unions and the U.S. labor movement for it. Years 
of hard-fought battles (and the ensuing legislation they in-
spired) resulted in many of the most basic benefits we enjoy 
at our jobs today. On the first Monday in September, we take the day off to celebrate Labor Day 
and reflect on the American worker’s contributions to our country.

J	Sept. 6: Rosh Hashanah, literally translating to ‘head of the year’, is the Jewish New Year, 
starting on the first day of Tishrei — the Jewish calendar’s first month. On the Gregorian calen-
dar, the Jewish New Year will be celebrated this year from sundown on September 6 through 
sundown on September 8. As of 2021, the two-day celebration marks the start of the year 5781 
on the Jewish calendar.

J	Sept. 7: International Day of Clean Air, a time to recognize the amount of work that must 
be done to reduce the effects of smog, smoke, airborne chemicals like excessive CO₂, and other 
forms of harmful air pollution. It’s estimated that about seven million people worldwide die 
from diseases related to unclean air each year. And according to U.N. Secretary General Antonio 
Guterres, nine out of ten people regularly breathe polluted air.

J	Sept. 10: World Suicide Prevention Day. It’s a growing problem and the numbers tell a 
shocking story. Every 40 seconds someone takes their own life according to the World Health 
Organization (WHO). That’s about 800,000 people worldwide every year — although some esti-
mates put that number closer to 1 million. Suicide is the leading cause of death for people aged 
15 to 29 and for every suicide that results in death, there are as many as 40 attempted suicides. 
Check out National Suicide Prevention Month for more information.

J	Sept. 12: National Grandparents Day. We have a whole day dedicated to grandparents. 
Grandparents and children have a special connection that is proven to both make grandparents 
live longer, and also make children more emotionally resilient

J	Sept. 15: Yom Kippur, also known as the Day of Atonement,  is considered the holiest day in 
Judaism. The holiday lasts approximately 25 hours and is typically observed with fasting and 
prayer in alignment with the themes of atonement and repentance. On Yom Kippur, people 
observing the holiday are asked to abstain from food and drink (as well as bathing and marital 
relations).

J	Sept. 18: National HIV/AIDS and Aging Awareness Day, might seem like an odd combina-
tion for an observance. But it actually makes perfect sense. Thanks to some startling advances 
in treatment, people with HIV are living longer than ever. In fact, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, almost half of Americans living with HIV are over 50.

J	Sept. 19: National Wife Appreciation Day gives those of us (men, women, trans, fluid, etc.) 
who are lucky enough to have wives an extra chance to show them how much they mean to us.

J	Sept. 28: National Voter Registration Day, brings Americans together over our mutual love 
of democracy — or so we hope.

Contact your elected officials and 
media at:  
Sen. Rick Scott (R) 
United States Senate  
Phone: 202-224-5274
Sen. Marco Rubio  (R) 
United States Senate  
Phone: 202-224-3041
Rep. Darren Soto (D) 
US District 9 Office  
804 Bryan Street 
Kissimmee, FL 34741 
Phone: 202-225-9889
Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) 
The Capitol 
400 S. Monroe St., 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001 
Website: www.flgov.com/
State Rep. Sam Killebrew (R)  
FL House District 41 Office:  
Phone: 850-717-5041 
Email: sam.killebrew 
@myfloridahouse.gov
State Rep. Fred Hawkins (R) 
FL House District 42 Office 
Phone: 850-717-5042
State Sen. Kelli Stargel (R) 
Phone: 850-487-5022 
Email: stargel.kelli@flsenate.gov 
 
MEDIA:   
The Orlando Sentinel  
Editorial Dept.   
633 N. Orange Avenue  
Orlando, FL 32801 
The Lakeland Ledger 
Editorial Dept. 
P.O. Box 408 
Lakeland, FL 33802
SDC Beacon Newsletter 
c/o Ellis Moose 
217 Sorrento Road  
Poinciana, FL 34759-4065 
Beacon@SolivitaDemocrats.org

Beacon@SolivitaDemocrats.org
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Here’s What’s Goin’ On In Florida Politics...
DeSantis unprecedented attack on the Associated Press opens a 
dangerous new front for increasingly unhinged Florida Governor
August 24, 2021 · by Kartik Krishnaiyer · The Florida Squeeze

In just over a quarter century around Florida government and politics, I have never seen anything like Governor DeSantis 
recent letter to the Associated Press (Click here to read his full letter).

So unprecedented and so childishly immature, yet irrationally dangerous it defies anything that came before it. The letter 
furthers my view that DeSantis represents a far more dangerous turn for the Republican Party than Donald Trump.

Let’s remember DeSantis and those around him like his Press Secretary 
Christina Pushaw are in permanent victimization mode — the real victims 
of the COVID pandemic in their mind are not the 41,000 + dead Floridians 
or the countless more that may have permanent respiratory or psycholog-
ical damage but the Governor and his acolytes. Floridians MUST under-
stand that premise to truly comprehend what is going on currently.

Demagoguery and acidic rhetoric has become commonplace par-
ticularly in legislative bodies. In the Florida Legislature, it became more 
pronounced and common after term limits kicked in at the 2000 Election. 
The 2001 session of the State House led by the right-wing Speaker Tom 
Feeney, I thought at the time was a new low, especially when contrasted 

with the State Senate which at the time was under the leadership of moderate Republican Senate President John McKay and 
had effectively cherry-picked the cream-of-the-crop in terms of the pre-term limits State House.

In time, things got worse and we got accustomed to slippery slope of hardened rhetoric from partisans on both sides 
of the ideological and partisan divide. Each subsequent election seemed to bring more and more demagogues or flat out 
provocateurs into office. As the Republicans became nastier, the Democrats became lazier and less intellectually capable 
of actually countering the demagogic GOP arguments. For every brilliant lawmaker on the Democratic side like the heavy-
weight, Dan Gelber there were three of four intellectual dimwits that had emerged from low turnout primaries and had no 
business serving in office. It just kept getting worse between 2002 and 2016.

Then came Donald Trump and the tone became irredeemable. Every morning it seemed we’d wake up to a slew of ridic-
ulous Trump tweets, defaming people, attacking the media, and sometimes even race-baiting. But conversely,. more often 
than not the Democrats and the preferred cable news channels Democrats watch, CNN and MSNBC would overstate the 
danger coming from Trump. Florida reflected that divide as the legislature got so intolerable in 2017 echoing the emergence 
Trumpism and the Speakership of Richard Corcoran that it seemed like we had hit an all-time low.

But the panic over Trump was overblown. As I wrote two weeks ago, if Trump were actually competent, disciplined and 
not as lazy as he was, the threat would have been very real. No question we came close to breaking multiple times during 
the Trump years, but never quite did. However, now we meet the real threat in Ron DeSantis and it gets worse by the day.

The letter by DeSantis is as childish and immature reaction to a negative story as I have ever seen. What DeSantis has 
done is taken the tone of Trump’s unhinged early morning tweets attacking media members, expanded upon it and put it 
on official state letterhead! The “woe is me” victimization oozes from this letter as does the absolutely demagogic belliger-
ence.

I’ve gone through the quick narrative above mentioning how awful much of state government has been since 2001, be-
cause all of that pales in comparison in my opinion to Governor DeSantis recent unhinged behavior culminating in his letter, 
the likes of which I have never seen anything remotely close to written by a public official to an entity like the Associated 
Press.

My concern now is beyond DeSantis’ authoritarian inclinations that he has now opened a new war on the media. Beyond 
the silly Trump tweets saying “the media is the enemy of the people,” DeSantis who like Trump feels victimized by the press 
is now taking the battle directly to them and creating a context where bullying and fear could be used as an effective weap-
on by the Governor against any journalist who attempts to hold him accountable.

I really cannot come up with enough adjectives to describe my indignation about his letter and will allow the readers to 
evaluate the letter for yourselves.

https://thefloridasqueeze.files.wordpress.com/2021/08/desantisap.jpeg
https://thefloridasqueeze.files.wordpress.com/2021/08/desantisap.jpeg
https://thefloridasqueeze.files.wordpress.com/2021/08/desantisap.jpeg
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By Joe Tobin, SDC Member and Beacon Contributor

In late August, 2001, I flew to Washington to attend a family 
wedding.  After picking up my luggage at the Reagan 

terminal, airport’s taxi lines for a ride to my hotel. I walked to the 
Ford Victoria with no “taxi” signs on its sides.  My thoughts were 
“either the Feds or the mob were picking me up.”  When my turn 
came, I looked at the taxi before me and debated whether or 
not to get in it.  The taxi before me did not look like the other yellow taxis in line.   
It was black. Once I saw the car’s meter, I hopped in, sat back on a cushy seat and rode 
off to my hotel.  

My first question to the driver was “how did you end up with this expensive taxi?”  With pride, he said he owned 
the cab but it took him a long time to pay for it.  Since he had a slight accent, I asked him where he was from and he 
said, “Afghanistan.”  Then I asked him how he liked living in America and he stated he was quite happy here, espe-
cially having a sense of freedom and being his own boss. 

Two stories I still remember.  He said his relatives in Afghanistan thought all Americans were rich and they 
pestered him to remit money to them.  His Afghan brother-in-law who worked as a pizza parlor manager in 

downtown Washington was equally pestered.  On a return visit to Afghanistan, his brother-in-law was kidnaped 
and held for ransom since he was considered a wealthy American businessman.  Fortunately, the American embas-
sy staff  helped secure his release and my driver was thankful to them. 

In the aftermath of the 2001 terrorist attacks, I often wondered what course this cabbie’s life took.  Strange how 
one “taxi ride” two decades ago with a driver from Afghanistan can remain so memorable.  This driver’s outlook of 
life boosted my support for the Afghan people during the American occupation.  Unfortunately, the current news 
from Afghanistan has been so devastating.  How sad that the good work of so many individuals and organizations 
and the loss of lives and limbs has been for naught.    

Unfortunately, the United States cannot reset the clock or re-plan a successful evacuation of Americans and 
designated Afghans  – the damage has already been done.  Only time will tell the full consequences of this disaster.  
Unfortunately, the future guards its secrets fiercely.    

Already, books and articles detailing the “whos and whys” of the Afghan policies of the Bush, Obama, Trump and 
Biden administrations are rolling off the press.  Yet there are broader issues necessary for discussion, especially (a) 
America’s future role in the world, based on its political/military intrusions in foreign countries such as Afghanistan, 
Iraq, Libya, Syria and a number of African countries over the past two decades and (b) those countries that support-
ed the Taliban. 

Since the world can be dangerous, America will always need both a strong defense and alliances with other 
countries.  While America excels in science and engineering and has a well-trained volunteer military, there 

are also other elements in maintaining peace or fighting a war – human leadership, citizen support for our military 
and their families and a sense of reality and proportion in choosing our wars.     

Perhaps one lesson America can learn from our years in Afghanistan is that the “Davids” can often outwit the 
“Goliaths” of the world, as the French and Americans so well learned in Vietnam.  The scars of this evacuation will 
be hard to erase, but it may also be a “wake-up” call for a sense of reality and humility in a very changing world.  
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The Palms 
Meeting Room   

Doors open  
at Noon 

Play until 4PM.  
Ticket price: 

$25 per person 
All your friends are  

invited to play along!
Contact Deb Wright at 

863-496-7887 or  
Deb2Wright@gmail.com 

Solivita Democratic Club is Excited to Present 

Enjoy:
Card Games
Board Games
Domino Games
Mahjong
Trivia
—plus—
Lunch, Snacks, 
And Beverages

Saturday,               October 23

More info at www.SolivitaDemocrats.org

LET 
THE 

GAMES 
BEGIN!

Masks are highly recommended in accordance with CDC guidance.

Masks are highly recommended in accordance with CDC guidance.


